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Ancient
Egypt

Geography

Egypt is located on the 
continent of Africa.  It is in 
the north eastern part of 
the continent.
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The Nile River runs 
through Egypt.  It 
flows from the South 
to the North.  This is 
why Upper Egypt is 
south of Lower 
Egypt.
Aside from the Nile 
River, Egypt is part of 
the Sahara Desert.

The Ancient Egyptians 
lived along the Nile 
River.  Every year the 
river would flood for 
months at a time.  When 
the flood receded the 
water left rich minerals 
behind.  The rich 
minerals made the soils 
perfect for farming.   
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In Ancient Egypt, most 
people either lived in 
the city, or close to 
the river.
The Nile River was very 
important to the 
Ancient Egyptians.  It 
brought them fertile 
mud for farming, 
papyrus, and 
transportation.

The Ancient Egyptians built the Great 
Pyramids in a place called Giza.  They chose 
that location because it was close to the Nile 
River and close to the limestone quarry.
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 Ancient Egypt Geography
1.  What continent is Egypt on?  __________________

2. What river runs through Egypt? _________________

3. What did the river do every year that helped the  

     Ancient Egyptians? ___________________________

4.  What desert is Egypt part of? __________________

 

Color the Nile River blue

Put a star on the Great Pyramids

Draw an arrow in the direction of 

the Nile River.

Name 3 things the Nile 

River brought to the 

Ancient Egyptians:

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
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Ancient Egypt Geography: Sahara Desert

Egypt is surrounded by a desert.  What do you think a 
desert looks like?

Definition of a Desert:

////////////////////
////////////////////
////////////////////
////////////////////
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 Ancient Egypt Geography: The Nile River

Label the 
compass rose:
North, South
East, West

Can you figure 
out where 
north-east 
would be?

Did you know...
The Ancient Egyptians had a calendar very similar to our own 
today.  It had 365 days just like ours!  But they only had 3 
seasons: Akhet, Peret, and Shemu.  Their seasons were based 
on the Nile River.
Aket – Flooding of the River
Peret – Planting of the crops
Shemu – Harvest of the crops

How many 
seasons do we 
have today?

The Egyptians traveled up and down the Nile River 
on boats.  What do you think they transported?

The Nile River is 
the longest 
River in the 
world.  It is 
4,132 miles 

long!
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Ancient Egypt: Pharaoh

The Ancient Egyptians thought that their pharaohs 
were the son of Gods living on Earth.  They ruled for as 
long as they lived and would choose an heir to take 
the throne after they died.  

Pharaoh’s Responsibilities:
Command the army
Trade with nearby nations
Make Laws
Punish Law Breakers
Keep the Gods happy

Many pharaohs wore fancy 
headdresses.  If you were a 
pharaoh, what would your 
headdress look like?

////////////////////
////////////////////
What law would you make if you were a pharaoh?

The pharaohs are the 
reason that we have the 
pyramids.  The pyramids are 
where many pharaohs 
were buried after they died.

©RoyalBaloo.com



Ancient Egypt: Pyramids

You may have heard of the Great 
   Pyramids of Giza, but do you
      know what they are used for?
        What do you think is inside
           those huge pyramids?
              Draw it here

The Great 
Pyramid of Giza 
was the largest 

structure on Earth 
for thousands of 

years!

Who built the pyramids?  You already know that the Nile River 
flooded for months every year.  The farmers couldn't farm so 
many would work on the pyramids!
Many Egyptians chose to work on the Pyramids.  They were 
paid, but they worked long hours and it was very hard work.

Eiffel Tower – 984 ft
Great Pyramid – 449 ft
Big Ben – 316 ft
Statue of Liberty – 305 ft

It took 20 years 
for the 

Egyptians to 
build the Great 

Pyramid!
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Ancient Egypt: Pyramids Part 2
What were the pyramids actually for?  They were tombs for 
the dead – most often for the pharaohs.  Pyramids were very 
expensive and only the richest Egyptians could afford them.

Food Treasure A Mummy

The Great Sphinx is said to 
be watching over the 
Pyramids.

The first pyramid 
was called a Step 
Pyramid.

Next came the 
Bent Pyramid.

Then there were 
the smooth sided 
pyramids.

The Great Sphinx  of Giza is 
located right in front of the 
Great Pyramids.  It has the 
body of a lion and the head 
of a Pharaoh – Khafre.   The 
second pyramid belonged 
to Khafre
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Ancient Egypt: Mummies
What do you think a mummy is?

/////////////////
/////////////////
Ancient Egyptians preserved their dead bodies so 
the spirits could live forever in the afterlife.

It wasn't easy to make a mummy, 
and it took a long time.
Step 1:  Remove all the organs 
except for the heart.
Step 2: Wash the body
Step 3: Dry the body with natron (a 
type of salt)
Step 4: Wrap the body in strips of 
linen.  As the body was wrapped, 
amulets would be placed within the 
linen strips.  They were good luck 
charms.
Step 5: Place the mummy in it's 
coffin, or multiple coffins.

Color in the coffin

Lastly, the coffin was placed in a tomb.  
Some pharaohs chose to have their tomb 
in a pyramid, but most had secret tomb in 
the Valley of the Kings.  They wanted to 
protect their mummies and belongings 
from grave robbers.
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Ancient Egypt: Gods
The Egyptians believe in many Gods.  The Sun God, known 
as Re or Atum-Re, was the main god.
Their gods appeared in pictures as human, half human and 
half animal, or animal.

Draw yourself as half human and half animal

Isis HorusOsiris Bastet Ra

What animal did you choose?

////////////////////
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Ancient Egypt: Hieroglyphs
We can tell a lot about ancient civilizations by their written 
history.  When we write, we use letters to form words.  The 
Ancient Egyptians used hieroglyphs.  It was much more 
difficult to learn how to write using hieroglyphs though!  They 
used over 1000 different symbols.  We have just 26 symbols.

Eye of Horus
Symbol of 
protection

Ankh
Symbol of 

life

Only scribes were taught 
to write using hieroglyphs. 

 It took a long time to 
learn!

Rosetta Stone
The Egyptians stopped using 
hieroglyphs at one point, so 
we didn't know what they 
meant.  Then in 1799, the 
French rediscovered the 
Rosetta Stone.  The Rosetta 
Stone is a large piece rock 
with writing in Greek, Demotic, 
and Hieroglyphs.  The message 
is the same in all 3 languages.  
Since we know Greek, we can 
translate the message and 
figure out what the hieroglyphs 
mean!

When a pharaoh's name 
was written in 

hieroglyphs, it was in a 
cartouche.  It would look 

like this:

Draw a picture 
for the word 

'water'.
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Ancient Egypt: Hieroglyphs

Crack the hieroglyph code!

_ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _   

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ 

  _ _ _ _ _   _ _   

_ _ _ _ _   

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _!

Use the alphabet key on the following page to crack 
this hieroglyph code!

I T W A S vER Y

D I I

I

I

FF

p

C UL

L

L

T T

T

T

O

O

O

E

E

E

AR

R

N

W R

H G Y H S
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Ancient Egypt: Hieroglyphs
Crack the hieroglyph code key

A A N N

B B O O

C C P P

D D Q Q

E E R R

F F S S

G G T T

H H U U

I I v V

J J W W

K K X X

L L Y Y

M M Z Z
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Ancient Egypt: Cartouche
Use the key on the previous
page to design your
own cartouche.
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Ancient
Egypt

Daily Life

The Ancient Egyptians were hard 
workers, but they also did many 

things to enjoy life.
Did you know that they had 

pets?  They kept dogs, cats, and 
monkeys in their homes!
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In Ancient Egypt, only the wealthy 
boys could afford to go to school. 

 They started at 5 years old.  All 
the other kids started working with 

their parents.

The boys in Ancient 
Egypt liked to shave 

their heads and wear 
sidelocks.  

The rich adults would 
wear wigs.

The men shaved their 
beards, but pharaohs 

would wear a fake 
beard – even the 
women pharaohs!
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Boys and girls in Ancient Egypt had 
toys and played games too.  Most of 
their toys would have been made out 

of wood.
One game they played involved 

throwing balls up into the air – 
sometimes while sitting piggyback.

Because of the Nile River, food was not 
scarce in Ancient Egypt.  Their main 

crop was barley and wheat, but they 
also produced many vegetables, fruits, 

and beans.
They also ate meat.  Beef was popular, 
but they would also eat pork and fish.
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////////////////////
////////////////////
////////////////////
////////////////////

Biography Narrative
Choose a book about King Tut, Cleopatra, or Hatshesput.  Read the book and 
then write a few sentences about something that interests you from the book.

My biography narrative about: ___________________



////////////////////
////////////////////
////////////////////
////////////////////
////////////////////
////////////////////
////////////////////
////////////////////
////////////////////
////////////////////
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