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This e-book is not to be redistributed or sold.  If you have any questions or 
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Introduction

For a long time I've had a dream to teach my children 
all about Jesus and God and the Bible.  But they are still 
young and the Bible uses such rich language that they don't 
quite get it.  And even when I read to them from a 
beginners Bible they think of it just as a story, not history.  
They need the story to be tangible; to be real.  

I thought Easter was the perfect time to gather the 
materials and make a plan to give them something to hold 
and manipulate to make the story real.  And this E-book 
details that plan.  

We've taken the main parts of the Easter story and 
spread it over 6 and a half weeks (covering Lent).  They will 
learn about each part of the story and do a craft and 
activity centered on that part.  With repetition and varied 
activities the story of Christ's resurrection will become 
familiar to them.  We hope that by sharing our plans 
everyone can teach their young children the story of Easter!
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How to Use this E-Book!

In 2013 Lent starts February 13nd and Easter is March 31st.  We wanted to give 
plenty of opportunity to talk about the Easter story and provide activity ideas so 
we separated the story in 7 weekly sessions.  The idea is to do each week from 

Wednesday until the following Tuesday, with the last week only being Wednesday 
through Sunday (Easter!).  However, feel free to work through it any way you 

want!  This is simply meant to be a guide!

Each week is based on one part of the Easter story.  We have provided the verses 
to read.  There is a symbol associated with each part of the story and we've used 
the symbols as the center of our stained glass window panes.  Each week we will 
make one more pane and display them on a window to form a cross.  

We have also suggested some extra activities and ideas to promote discussion 
about the story.

Templates for the symbols and window frames can be found at the end of the 
book!  There are 2 versions of the symbols – one is completely black, and the 
other is an outline.  If you have construction paper you can print out the outline 
symbols and trace the symbols onto construction paper.  Otherwise just use the 
symbols that are filled in black!

There are also 2 different frame templates.  If you have a larger window (such as 
a sliding glass door) then you might want to use the larger frame.  If you are 
going to put your stained glass on a smaller window (such as a standard size) 
then use the smaller frame!

4



Week 1 The Triumphant Entry
Matthew 21:1-11

Summary: 
As Jesus was approaching Jerusalem he sent two disciples to get a donkey. King 
David rode on a donkey and Jesus was using the donkey as a sign that He was 
the king they had been waiting for. Jesus rode on the donkey into the city while 
the crowd spread their cloaks on the road and waved palm leaves. 

Points to Talk About:
As Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem the crowd was excited to see him – laying 
out their coats and palm leaves on the road for him.  They shouted his praises.

Stained Glass Frame Instructions Symbol – Palm Leaf

Supply List:
2 different color crayons
wax paper
Iron
Frame and Palm Leaf

Shave crayons over the 
wax paper.  Once you 

have enough shavings, 
fold the wax paper in half.

Carefully iron on top of 
the wax paper.  The 

crayon will melt quickly so 
don't let your iron preheat 

too long!
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Activity

Make palm leaves like the ones that the crowd waved and laid down for Jesus 
when he entered the city (directions on the next page!)

Go Further

Make a donkey mask. (pattern on page 10)
Jesus asked his disciples to get a donkey for him to ride on when he entered 
Jerusalem.  The king at the time, King David, had been know to ride on a 
donkey.  Jesus used to donkey as a symbol that He is a king.
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Week 2 The Lords Supper
Matthew 26:17-30

Summary:
Jesus and his 12 disciples celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  Jesus 
foretells Judas's betrayal.  Jesus broke some bread and said “Take and eat; this 
is my body.” He took wine and said “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of 
the covenant” 

Points to Talk About:
Jesus predicts that Judas will betray him.
Jesus broke some bread and said “Take and eat; this is my body.” He took wine 
and said “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant” 

Stained Glass Frame Instructions Symbol – Wine Glass

Supply List:
Baby Oil
Paper
Crayons
Frame and Wine Glass

Color on the paper using a 
few different colors.  Feel 
free to leave some white 

space! 

Pour some baby oil on a 
cloth or paper towel and 

rub on the backside of the 
paper.  Cover the entire 

back side.
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Activity

Wash your child's feet and let him wash yours.
In John 13 Jesus washes his disciples feet as a symbol of humility and 
cleanliness.  Talk to your child about Jesus dying for us; to clean us of our sins.

Go Further

Bake your own bread (or buy some at the store).  Break the bread and discuss 
that the bread represents Jesus' body; and drink some  grape juice and discuss 
that it represents Jesus' blood.  We do this to remember that Jesus sacrificed his 
body and blood to save the rest of us.
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Week 3 Praying at Gethesmane
Matthew 26:36-46

Summary:
Jesus prays at Gethsemane.  As he is praying his disciples, who were supposed 
to be watching over him, had fallen asleep.  This happened 2 more times. When 
he finished praying Judas and the guards came and arrested Jesus. 

Points to Talk About:
Jesus went to Gethsemane to pray and asked his disciples to watch over him.
Jesus prayed that he would not have to suffer if that was God's will.

Stained Glass Frame Instructions Symbol – Praying Hands

Supply List:
Aluminum Foil
Tissue Paper
Cardstock (cut a bit
    smaller than frame)
Glue (thinned with water)

Cover the cardstock with 
foil.  Paint the thinned 
glue onto foil and place 
tissue paper on.  Cover 
with a second layer of 

glue.

Glue on frame and 
praying hands silhouette. 

Let dry and trim any 
pieces of tissue paper 

sticking out.
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Activity

Jesus prayed on a rock when he was asking for mercy.  Go outside and find a 
rock.  Let your child paint and decorate the rock as she wants and let her use it 
as her own prayer rock.

Go Further

Jesus prays to his Father asking for mercy, if that is God's will.  Discuss with your 
child that when we pray God will do what is best for us.
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Week 4 Jesus Appears Before Pilate
Mark 15:1-15

Summary:
Early in the morning, Jesus was seen before Pilate.  Pilate asked the crowd if 
they wanted Jesus to be released, or another man.  The crowd wanted Jesus 
crucified.  They dressed Jesus in a purple robe, put a crown of thorns on his 
head, and mocked him. 

Points to Talk About:
Jesus was accused of many things but did not defend himself.  He knew his fate.
Pilate left it up to the crowd whether Jesus would be released, or a man named 
Barabbas.
The crowd wanted Jesus to be jailed and wanted him to be crucified.

Stained Glass Frame Instructions Symbol – Crown of Thorns

Supply List:
White cotton fabric (Such
     as and old t-shirt)
Fabric or permanent
     markers
Rubbing alcohol
Double-stick tape
Paper Towels

Cut fabric a bit smaller 
than the frame and place 

on top of the paper 
towels.  Begin coloring 

sections of the fabric with 
the markers.

Drip or brush alcohol onto 
the colors.  Let the fabric 
drry, then tape (or glue) 
crown silhouette onto the 

center and edges.

*If you do not have fabric or permanent markers, simply use washable markers 
and plain water mixed with a bit of dish soap to drip onto the colored areas.
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Go Further

Make a crown with your child and discuss that Jesus is King.  They mocked him 
by making him wear a crown of thorns, but Jesus was really the King they had 
all been waiting for.
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Week 5 The Crucifixion
Mark 15:21-41

Summary:
Jesus was taken to Golgotha and was crucified.  The charge against him was 
“The King of the Jews”.  He was insulted by the crowd.  Jesus cried out to God 
and then breathed his last.  The curtain of the temple suddenly tore from top to 
bottom.

Points to Talk About:
Jesus was crucified on the cross.
Jesus cried out to God.
Jesus died.

Stained Glass Frame Instructions Symbol - Cross

Supply List:
Contact Paper
Glitter
Spangle/sequins
Frame and Cross

Add glitter and spangle or 
sequins to the contact 

paper.

Place the cross on the 
contact paper and then 
stick another piece of 
contact paper on the 
back.  Add the frame.

Activity

Make a cross using tri-beads and 
chenille stems.

Go Further

Jesus died on the cross to forgive us of our sins.  Talk about forgiveness with 
your child.
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Week 6 The Empty Tomb
Matthew 27:57-28:15

Summary:
After he was crucified, Jesus was placed in a tomb with a large stone in front of 
it.  After 3 days, Mary Magdalene and Salome went to the tomb.  The stone had 
been moved and the tomb was empty!  An angel was there who told them that 
Jesus had risen!

Points to Talk About:
Jesus was placed in a tomb with a large stone blocking the entrance and a guard 
watching over it.
An angel moved the large stone from the tomb
Jesus was no longer in the tomb.  The angel said he was risen from the dead.

Stained Glass Frame Instructions Symbol - Angel

Supply List:
Markers/Dot paints
Paper Towel
Spray bottle with water

Using dot paints and/or 
markers, color on a paper 

towel.

Spray lightly with water 
and let the colors drip.

Activity

Make a cave out of salt dough (recipe on the following page), and put a small 
Jesus figure inside.  Place a rock in front of the cave and let the dough dry.  
Remove the Jesus figure while your child is not present.  After 3 days, roll the 
rock away and notice that Jesus is gone!

Go Further

Can you imagine losing someone so close to you and then discover that their 
body is not where they were buried?  First you would probably be surprised, and 
then wondering what had happened.  You might even feel angry!  Can you 
imagine how much joy the people felt when they saw Jesus again?
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Week 7 The Resurrection
Luke 24:13-53

Summary:
As two of the apostles were walking to Emmaus Jesus came up, walked with 
them, and told them what was in the Scriptures about himself, but the apostles 
did not recognize him. He stayed with them until they broke bread.  When they 
recognized him he disappeared from their sight. They went and found the Eleven 
and told them the Lord has risen. Jesus then appeared to the Disciples. He 
stayed on Earth for 40 days teaching his disciples. Then Jesus lifted up his hands 
and blessed them and was taken up into heaven. 

Points to Talk About:
Jesus appeared to his Apostles and Disciples and told them what was written of 
him in the scriptures – that he would suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day.
Jesus stayed on Earth for 40 days teaching his disciples and told them he would 
send the Holy Spirit to be with them when he left.
Jesus was taken up into heaven. 

Stained Glass Frame Instructions Symbol – Rising Sun

Supply List:
Aluminum Foil
Tissue Paper
Contact Paper
Frame and Rising Sun

Remove backing from 
contact paper and adhere 
one frame and the rising 
sun in the middle.  Place 
pieces of foil around the 

sun.

Cover the rest of the 
frame with the pieces of 

tissue paper.  Place 
another sheet on contact 
paper on the back and 

attach back frame.

25



Activity

Make a “Jesus Loves Me” bracelet or 
necklace with Alphabet beads.  Discuss 
that Jesus died for our sins because He 
loves us and He loves us 
unconditionally.

Go Further

Discuss with your child that Jesus had to be sacrificed to save us from our sins.  
He knew he would have to suffer but he loves us so much that he was willing to 
die for us.
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